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Institutional Philanthropy in Ireland

Despite its reputation for generosity 
to strangers, Ireland has been slow 
to institutionalise giving: we have 
some 164 entities (including memorial 
trusts) devoted to philanthropy, or 
one per 30,000 Irish citizens. Other 
countries of a similar size have many 
more philanthropic foundations.

Classifying Irish philanthropies
Philanthropies in Ireland take various institutional forms, and we follow 
international standards in classifying them as community foundations, 
corporate foundations, family foundations, independent foundations, operating 
philanthropies, philanthropic intermediaries, payroll-giving schemes.

Some – especially the larger ones – derive their income from fund-raising, 
most have been established with an endowment, and a few operate a hybrid 
endowment/fundraising model.

We have included the corporate giving of private firms only where this is made 
through a separate foundation in Ireland – in future reports we hope to be able 
to capture more evidence of giving in Ireland by multi-national foundations.

Learn more about Irish philanthropies.

Overview

164

https://taxonomy.candid.org/organization-type
https://www.benefacts.ie/philanthropy/reports/institutional-philanthropy-in-ireland/philanthropies-in-ireland/
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Few give more than €1m
The Atlantic Philanthropies – whose aggregate giving of €1bn made such an 
impact in advocacy, early learning, higher education, human rights, research 
and voluntarism in Ireland since the 1990s – has now fully spent down and exited 
the field.

Most Irish philanthropies are small, with only 12 distributing funds in excess 
of €1m per annum (according to available data). Of these, one is a community 
foundation, one is a corporate foundation, two are family foundations, two 
are independent foundations, three are operating foundations and three are 
philanthropic intermediaries that we know of.

Using reported expenditure from 22 philanthropies in 2019, we have analysed 
the scale, profile and targets of their giving in Ireland.

Learn more.

https://www.benefacts.ie/philanthropy/reports/institutional-philanthropy-in-ireland/philanthropic-giving/
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Philanthropies in Ireland 2020

Classifying Irish philanthropies
Benefacts has adopted an approach to classifying philanthropies according 
to their purpose and their activities. Where possible, we have consulted them 
and used their published disclosures but the boundaries between types are 
not always clear-cut. Contact us if you would like to propose an alternative 
classification for any of the philanthropies listed below.

Classification is not the same as institutional form. Private charitable trusts are 
defined in law under the Charities Act 2009 but not all operate as philanthropic 
organisations - some are dedicated to fund-raising for a specific charity; we have 
classified these elsewhere and excluded them from this list.

Classification by philanthropic purpose and activities is not the same as 
institutional form. For example, some family foundations are constituted as 
companies limited by guarantee and their financial statements are publicly 
available. Others are constituted as private charitable trusts which means their 
filings to the Charities Regulator are not publicly disclosed.

Follow the links in the lists below to read more about any of these 
philanthropies on their Benefacts listing.

One community foundation
There are 1,800 Community Foundations around the world including the 
Community Foundation for Ireland, founded in 2000. (There is also a Community 
Foundation in Northern Ireland).

The Community Foundations’ funds are derived from multiple donors and held 
in an independently administered endowment or current funds. Income earned 
from this endowment, as well as targeted gifts, or “donor-advised funds” are 
then used to make grants.

The Community Foundation for Ireland

Philanthropies in Ireland 2020

https://www.benefacts.ie/about/contact-us/
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/a947e2e9-dac1-4a8d-b5cc-76f79abc0957/the-community-foundation-for-ireland
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Three corporate or company-
sponsored foundations

Corporate or company-sponsored foundations are independent foundations 
associated with, and whose funds are derived primarily from a for-profit 
corporation. They have a corporate existence that is independent of 
their commercial parent and in this way their giving is distinguished from 
corporate donations.

Some multi-national corporate foundations distribute grants in Ireland through 
their Irish subsidiaries. So far there is no exhaustive source of information about 
these although some are reported to the US Inland Revenue (and captured 
in our analysis).

• Arup Charitable Trust of Ireland
• Smurfit Kappa Foundation
• The Irish Times Foundation CLG

Twenty family foundations
These are independent foundations whose funds are derived from members of 
a single family. In many cases they are constituted as private charitable trusts 
which means they are not involved in raising money from the public. Unless they 
are incorporated as companies, there is no public information available about 
their work.

Family members usually serve as officers or board members of the foundation 
and/or have control of the assets/a significant role in grant-making decisions.

• CMR Foundation CLG
• DMR Foundation CLG
• JP McManus Charitable Foundation
• Lifes2Good Foundation CLG
• Michael H. Burke Foundation
• Musgrave Charitable Trust DAC
• Naughton Foundation
• O’Flaherty Foundation
• One Foundation
• Quinn Family Foundation
• Ryan Family Foundation
• The Bewley Foundation CLG
• The Bryan Guinness Charitable Trust CLG
• The Captain Hox Foundation CLG
• The CDR Philanthropic Foundation CLG
• The John and Susan Magnier Foundation
• The Michael Flatley Foundation DAC
• The Padraig Harrington Charitable Foundation CLG
• The Percy Lane Foundation CLG
• The Ryan Bourke Foundation

Philanthropies in Ireland 2020

https://www.benefacts.ie/philanthropy/reports/institutional-philanthropy-in-ireland/philanthropic-giving/
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/deeecb55-d601-4522-a702-64595f6542fc/arup-charitable-trust-of-ireland
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/f0ad58a9-772c-4f0a-b6c2-dc787b157b4b/smurfit-kappa-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/d699dfac-dbfe-4b2c-a2f1-d122adcef499/the-irish-times-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2009/act/6/section/54/enacted/en/html
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2617d0cf-ff3d-4be2-89b9-db3b99f0f6fb/cmr-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/ec297db0-07bd-4530-8615-06f8bf4f83b4/dmr-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/14973b69-69bc-450e-926d-5faa1a6bf85f/jp-mcmanus-charitable-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/8c35b0e3-83e9-4db2-a843-ed989d4af416/lifes2good-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/b3e9fae1-aa6e-49c4-abc1-82fc3bebdc59/michael-h-burke-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/0fe611bf-1bc4-46ce-89a3-75529a3011eb/musgrave-charitable-trust-designated-activity-company
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/d7ee23dd-19f5-4190-897d-ad23f58855fa/the-naughton-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e9700521-48ab-4973-8ad2-344dbdcac8e7/o-flaherty-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/46ea9a37-1682-4154-a7a9-ca48308ad2d1/one-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/187d6b6a-7f90-4438-a2a2-7b2d7b5b1592/quinn-family-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/29773a9b-50a7-46b0-ad94-ad58a86bdbb2/ryan-family-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/1acae804-dcad-4161-ac53-f41bad76aacd/the-bewley-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/d7573488-16a4-4062-840c-ce745ce4c21a/the-bryan-guinness-charitable-trust-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/768ad3be-0b2e-4273-8716-f35ef6d1aa44/the-captain-hox-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/1b3808d5-7766-41a0-9aac-563924d74eaf/the-cdr-philanthropic-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/aac62a9b-7483-49d2-8e81-19ce7555b0f6/the-john-and-susan-magnier-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2406b6a0-6dff-42d2-9c8c-28326f30b113/the-michael-flatley-foundation-designated-activity-company
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/0f5222e4-d985-48d9-8578-69d7a49889a1/the-padraig-harrington-charitable-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/04a9a21d-8044-4727-ba3e-7fceb0cfb6f1/the-percy-lane-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/851d081e-62f8-4428-a00d-4feba9fc43cb/the-ryan-bourke-foundation
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Twenty-eight independent 
foundations

Independent foundations are nonprofits with funds and programmes managed 
by their own trustees or directors. In general they set out to promote the public 
good by making grants. Some are exclusively voluntary in their operations – only 
a small number operate in Ireland with professional staff. Their funds are derived 
from various sources: legacies, donor-directed funds, and fund-raising.

Fundraising organisations that operate solely on behalf of a single charity (e.g. a 
university, hospital or school) are not included in this analysis.

• Atlas Rugby Foundation
• Catholic Educational Bursaries CLG
• Charles McCann Charitable Foundation
• Combines4 Charity CLG
• Cork Street Fund
• D & G Purpose Giving Foundation
• DM Thomas Foundation for Young People
• S. Gibson Trustees CLG
• Estuary Education Trust
• FDC Charity CLG
• Glorney Charitable Foundation
• John Feely Foundation
• Katherine Howard Foundation
• Lennox Barrow Charitable Trust
• Mater Private Education and Research Foundation
• Mount Street Club
• Protestant Aid
• Riverside Charitable Trust
• Sceptre Foundation
• St Stephen’s Green Trust
• The Buckley Foundation CLG
• The Emer Casey Foundation
• The Fitzwilton Charitable Foundation CLG
• The Ireland Funds
• The Iris O’Brien Foundation CLG
• The Lyndsey And Eleanor Comer Foundation CLG
• The Mary Raftery Journalism Fund
• The Rubicon Education Foundation

https://search.benefacts.ie/org/3f8d95b1-b369-46fc-ab92-71b65e7c9416/atlas-rugby-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/abda3ab6-e435-43b7-b61a-b58911625c7b/catholic-educational-bursaries-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/87a86b27-fc8e-4b63-b163-022d2e56c5a0/charles-mccann-charitable-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/215c264a-98c4-4caf-9211-a8e6bbe05faa/combines4-charity-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/8ac2c495-90bf-424a-b58f-d6ea3cc2ff87/cork-street-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/07d11f41-aad9-43a8-b58f-a46f3730e01b/d-g-purpose-giving-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/dbd6ff1e-fb05-4b26-968b-0705a5857fd6/dm-thomas-foundation-for-young-people
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/1c1acba7-5f83-4704-ab27-cfb2a456493e/es-gibson-trustees-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/a04abd32-f13d-480a-9577-6b9e2ea5d062/estuary-education-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/70d389a5-6a9b-4d85-ac3d-92c7b269090c/fdc-charity-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/5bf5ce36-62f0-486e-9f24-60832805ae86/glorney-charitable-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/9ad4937b-b88b-4f66-9dc1-fdac6c5555e6/john-feely-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/a4b33272-3943-49fd-9a43-39e3adc6e7a5/katharine-howard-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/541d62fa-1e2d-4c9f-970d-9728ddae994f/lennox-barrow-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/b56385fe-d5f9-41eb-b048-6a5b07a13719/mater-private-education-and-research-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/c75b8f47-3ac4-456e-860b-9d8529e5ce2a/mount-street-club
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/17de1bc5-841b-45ee-b670-ab7070cd247f/protestant-aid
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/6cf4cc06-e6c7-44a7-913b-ce3ad35066cc/riverside-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/044574b4-a39f-4c04-9c85-7221cf4fee5d/sceptre-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/8d4ca29b-281a-4de8-accb-ee509728a37c/st-stephens-green-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/8f5831d3-e17e-4eb0-a941-4fcb5b76676c/the-buckley-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/26c8f176-b877-46ce-a1cc-fea2961bc7cc/the-emer-casey-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/a8f0fb3b-94f7-459f-adc2-d9b8505c5126/the-fitzwilton-charitable-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/28078327-9fe6-41a7-a6f8-4f669ff4f96a/the-ireland-funds
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/80e41559-67d9-4be6-929e-c4e253a52ce5/the-iris-o-brien-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/31c96b40-0745-4a78-bd9d-c3d22be9d45f/the-lyndsey-and-eleanor-comer-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/8dea8084-6fcb-45cb-a045-0fc6bbf5ca06/the-mary-raftery-journalism-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/24b82f60-812e-4ef1-b98b-f6800a672a48/the-rubicon-education-foundation
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Fourteen operating foundations
Operating foundations conduct research, support innovation or promote other 
social goods as determined by their governing body or establishment charter. 
Operating foundations may make some grants, but they engage in direct 
programme activities as well.

• Clann Credo CLG
• ChangeX International CLG
• Educational Trust
• Irish Youth Foundation
• Musical Youth Foundation
• Siol Foundation CLG
• So Europe Eurasia Foundation
• Social Entrepreneurs Ireland CLG
• Social Finance Foundation
• Rethink Ireland CLG
• The Cork Enterprise And Community Foundation CLG
• The Hospital Saturday Fund of Ireland
• The Irish Social Finance Centre CLG
• The O’Dwyer Foundation

Six payroll/employee giving schemes
These are distinguished from corporate giving because they are under the direct 
control of employees, who take a role in governance and decision-making. This 
list includes only those payroll giving schemes that are separately incorporated 
and/or regulated as charities.

• Bank of Ireland Group Staff Third World Fund
• Civil Service Charities Fund
• Dublin City Council Staff World Development Fund
• Siemens Caring Hands Staff Charity Fund
• Southern Health Board Staff Association for Relief of Poverty 

(SHARP)
• Ulster Bank Group Staff Charity Fund

https://search.benefacts.ie/org/3b1f5d43-2471-4f11-9b70-91bf6888a2ba/clann-credo-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/d1a9062d-27e6-498e-be6a-9dd069d04a0f/changex-international
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/bab46bef-a895-42db-b2b2-69e3ac161793/educational-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/571ba0e2-47dc-4106-aa3d-06256920920e/irish-youth-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/b70c3003-145f-44ea-b5e3-a2fc24411bd3/musical-youth-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/816bfc52-5af8-4f57-b359-07f70864988d/siol-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/4f82a5f4-212a-48c8-bb4b-41c418553706/so-europe-eurasia-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2d018534-2164-4284-a2b9-eac1520aad1f/social-entrepreneurs-ireland-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/74cbef78-759c-4bbb-8a8f-13554fdf2604/social-finance-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/5c1e62fc-fc27-4531-b825-4a1daebaf5de/social-innovation-growth-fund-ireland-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/34a6b2b5-f3a1-4910-bc11-c99aa0ae8c9e/the-cork-enterprise-and-community-foundation-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/de827bb0-8417-43f1-9153-a7268a109e38/the-hospital-saturday-fund-of-ireland
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/0b546876-2b71-4022-9262-7750594158a8/the-irish-social-finance-centre-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/40c6a30a-cdaf-4cc2-af76-9769268ca520/the-o-dwyer-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/4607f16c-da02-4377-b151-a5b734854c2d/bank-of-ireland-group-staff-third-world-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/496e6d11-bd95-40da-b1c7-356516c32095/civil-service-charities-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/1721af6b-27a6-4c22-a86c-2b59327ca3bd/dublin-city-council-staff-world-development-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e6a8bee7-1ed4-4160-99f5-3b2dea9fd908/siemens-caring-hands-staff-charity-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/7fb9d666-e621-48ce-8fe4-d80f0ed035e8/staff-of-the-health-service-executive-cork-and-kerry-association-for-relief-of-poverty-sharp
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/7fb9d666-e621-48ce-8fe4-d80f0ed035e8/staff-of-the-health-service-executive-cork-and-kerry-association-for-relief-of-poverty-sharp
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/bec3b1a4-f677-464d-9068-39523e691cd4/ulster-bank-group-staff-charity-fund
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Nine philanthropic intermediaries
These are professionally-run firms or programmes — secular or religious — 
established to manage the assets of philanthropists or philanthropies or to 
provide advice or professional supports for philanthropic giving.

• Basispoint CLG
• Business in the Community
• Business to Arts CLG
• Charities of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Dublin
• Davy Charitable Foundation Services
• Fountain Trust Company CLG
• The Foundation for Investing In Communities
• Ulster Community Investment Trust (Ireland)
• Vodafone Ireland Foundation

Eighty-three private charitable trusts
These take a variety of forms. Many have been established using a legacy 
or bequest.

Some have been established to provide funds for scholarship or education, or to 
relieve poverty among a particular cohort or community. In cases where these 
have been established solely to benefit a particular charity (such as a school), 
or operate as a particular kind of philanthropy (for which data is available) 
these have been classified as fundraising charities and are not included in 
this analysis.

Almost no information is available about private charitable trusts from 
regulatory sources, because the Charities Act precludes the publication of their 
filings to the Charities Regulator.

• Adelaide Blake Trust
• Aer Assist Trust
• Alice Craven Charity
• All Ireland Scholarships
• Barry Lawlor Trust Fund
• Brigid Aylward Trust Fund
• C.F.  Shaw Trust.
• Charles Egan Trust
• Collier Bequest
• Corby Trust
• Cosby Patrick Musgrave Trench Decd. Will Trust
• Cosman Trust.
• County Roscommon Protestant Orphan Society
• County Tipperary Protestant Orphan Society
• Deighton Bequest
• Doreen McDonnell Bursary

https://search.benefacts.ie/org/f4153d8a-d208-409c-b8df-33ca0ba41242/basispoint-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/07e8e3bb-b891-42c6-a207-11318472adc8/business-in-the-community
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e3b77b7a-9ecb-469f-8549-821ccb7bc3e6/business-to-arts-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/c01f16a6-8cf6-435a-9ce7-a492d54f9681/charities-of-the-roman-catholic-archdiocese-of-dublin
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/57c44166-7515-429a-b88d-72cefa13d579/davy-charitable-foundation-services
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/f106e4d8-5fc8-4a6d-9f9f-ce66dccae421/fountain-trust-company-company-limited-by-guarantee
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/0ccb6dc8-7385-45ba-aa4b-75a5a2e933d4/the-foundation-for-investing-in-communities
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/492ecdcf-b1f7-4640-a7e4-e7aa7e812bf8/ulster-community-investment-trust-ireland
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/aac0f767-de64-4bd3-9ab6-fda7d68ab14c/vodafone-ireland-foundation
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2009/act/6/section/54/enacted/en/html
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e8fbaae5-7bd3-4732-a581-1072d2d10a0a/adelaide-blake-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/5f15250a-a072-4537-8137-af1fec303316/aer-assist-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/b5d60e08-cf9b-44bc-bb67-a29d8d5df9c4/alice-craven-charity
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/a720ea23-2dca-45d1-89fb-2c980e2f806b/all-ireland-scholarships
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/f01c3e32-9d85-40be-aac3-082626b31fca/barry-lawlor-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/97d4396f-cd1c-4c2f-8e8e-05e7bb47189a/brigid-aylward-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/217a383b-b654-4f98-9068-698e4d007dc5/c-f-shaw-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/90e78552-4763-4ed4-b27e-270e1bb4e42e/charles-egan-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/6bdce613-75e9-4784-b84c-b2a6eae7c254/collier-bequest
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/f2dc7201-8a69-4a7e-b733-dc156a589979/corby-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/4eb9aa48-adf2-444a-9a73-14f615d09a38/cosby-patrick-musgrave-trench-decd-will-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/b002c6c4-37fa-40ff-9aeb-5628d956a494/cosman-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/1923dd30-7773-4563-b5a0-4d68cb605c73/county-roscommon-protestant-orphan-society
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/c6f2d7a4-c5a0-4716-9697-41e716501a8d/county-tipperary-protestant-orphan-society
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/ff477380-af27-4c1a-bdb2-5aeff54522af/deighton-bequest
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/bd0ff4e1-e34f-45ed-8f93-4ea0c0b5479d/doreen-mcdonnell-bursary
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• Dorothy Stewart Trust Fund
• Drogheda Clergy Widow’s Trust
• Drogheda Memorial Fund
• Drogheda Protestant Orphan Society
• Edward Joseph Montgomery Deceased Charitable Trust
• Elena Donoughmore Memorial Masonic Charity Fund
• Estate of Isabella Tubman Dec’d
• Eunice Crain Memorial Cancer Benefit Trust
• Fletcher Charitable Trust
• Florence E McCoy Charitable Trust
• Forsythe Kenny Trust
• Frederick William Brownlee Charitable Trust
• Gaisford St. Lawrence Charity Trust
• Golden Fleece – The Helen Lillias Mitchell Artistic Trust
• Golden Jubilee Trust Fund
• Grantstown Trust
• Howth Charity Trust
• Irish Distressed Ladies Fund
• Irish Friends Educational Trust
• J.P. McManus Scholarship Fund
• James C. Brady Memorial Trust
• James Kinsella Deceased Scholarship Fund
• Jeffers Trust
• John Brennan Memorial Fund
• John F. Smith Memorial Trust
• Julia V M Trench Deceased Will Trust
• Kenneth H Thompson Trust
• Lalor Trust
• Makki Trust
• Marian Court Trust
• Markiewicz Medal Trust Fund
• Mary Countess of Meath Fund
• Masonic Boys Benefit Fund
• Matt Connor Fund
• Michael Collins Memorial Foundation
• Monaghan County Protestant Orphan Society
• Monkstown Protestant Orphan Society
• Oaktree Charitable Trust
• Ormond Quay and Scots Presbyterian Endowment
• Patches Trust
• Pauline Verrington Charitable Trust
• Pennefather Trust Fund
• Philip And Ruth Walker Trust
• Pratt Memorial Charitable Trust

Philanthropies in Ireland 2020

https://search.benefacts.ie/org/501b6ab2-c3ae-4ffd-bf17-4789c4841177/dorothy-stewart-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/3bd81c51-db9b-46d6-98d7-35912f3ecc11/drogheda-clergy-widows-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2ef26053-a815-447f-9bae-54c0abe4864a/drogheda-memorial-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/afad1dc9-c774-477d-9ffb-eb20adbf3e48/drogheda-protestant-orphan-society
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/81477f5f-5e62-4a87-a697-cd4e466d3c2b/edward-joseph-montgomery-deceased-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/107a34c5-6236-4a31-aba2-ea49f0b57017/elena-donoughmore-memorial-masonic-charity-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/082efcce-d7c3-4510-a7b5-fed1c9fdbe4a/estate-of-isabella-tubman-dec-d
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/7bae270a-c2e8-471b-b1dc-b5effae75090/eunice-crain-memorial-cancer-benefit-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/458ef5c1-2e31-44ed-a8f4-21e40c63ae84/fletcher-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/29feffd1-be40-4b4a-8dd4-5498f174caee/florence-e-mccoy-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/0b4089c8-83b2-4dd7-bd93-9f83f0e3bf63/forsythe-kenny-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/4df4e9a3-0d5e-4c97-b5e4-65513ee4ca84/frederick-william-brownlee-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/f39a44cd-7ca2-47ad-84fc-b1bf675505a0/gaisford-st-lawrence-charity-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/a234f0d6-93fd-461b-a80f-98cb4202e802/golden-fleece-the-helen-lillias-mitchell-artistic-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/0464e48b-4e93-499b-9292-768b02b845ee/golden-jubilee-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2977764e-5df3-4205-bf96-14e181a1e306/grantstown-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/78b64e91-d60f-41ae-9166-482578f0a25a/howth-charity-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/72f15d5b-447f-445e-9c52-3e4fe09bc98d/irish-distressed-ladies-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/a66abfa5-d838-4128-a6c8-a539dec94c0f/irish-friends-educational-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/266c6a01-45ff-4fb2-935e-f222afe08e0b/jp-mcmanus-scholarship-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/cbb7f781-1e10-47a9-88a7-93dab6ca6e8b/james-c-brady-memorial-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/60ba5b2e-f6aa-4f54-a0f8-42c54c4897aa/james-kinsella-deceased-scholarship-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/c152a2cb-ef7b-4f61-8c39-5ffc9fcc615a/jeffers-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/156ed398-9294-424b-b423-2f4637192e2f/john-brennan-memorial-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/47f32ee5-14f6-4862-a4a5-3276ddb3389c/john-f-smith-memorial-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/5d104921-476a-4214-8ba9-4fd4bc0d2213/julia-v-m-trench-deceased-will-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/0c156615-3353-4f9e-b8b6-16aacc33c9ef/kenneth-h-thompson-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/959c91da-6829-4a39-aead-a6bfc3278f36/lalor-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/07cda204-18fc-456a-9cd7-81a76ba70761/makki-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/207ff58c-1972-41d5-840d-afa64492d810/marian-court-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e90c0c49-0949-4812-9d73-7fb46c54e182/markiewicz-medal-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2bb378d8-d8a2-4bb2-a5d1-481759f5ff38/mary-countess-of-meath-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/49d130fe-61bb-4e77-a91c-d769b8b82321/masonic-boys-benefit-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/379b9bb7-e9ba-445c-b088-9eb0a52a3f3f/matt-connor-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/6462aed2-398d-4746-b3b4-82d0ae11e795/michael-collins-memorial-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/6a328f39-5f45-4a3a-a8da-b728e0cba32f/monaghan-county-protestant-orphan-society
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/ce13cd78-1bfe-4137-b968-5f7483a77340/monkstown-protestant-orphan-society
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/304f2393-223d-46b9-a6f2-b54b351c7eac/oaktree-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/49e8f1b6-888d-4f6f-b74e-48345aa64de9/ormond-quay-and-scots-presbyterian-endowments
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/18bacbc3-9317-4b79-8993-1e50db48416f/patches-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/cb55a7a5-cb19-4054-a9bd-0f562c488eb4/pauline-verrington-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e700e569-2670-4562-a6c3-04cb5feb99c9/pennefather-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/d8af4c54-55a8-43df-8160-4361273629de/philip-and-ruth-walker-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/3e98d75a-a8ad-4150-8017-addb60b9d519/pratt-memorial-charitable-trust
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• Richard Atkinson Trust
• Robert Boyle Foundation
• Robinson Memorial Fund
• Rodney Overend Educational Trust
• Shiloh Trust
• Stephen Quinn Trust Fund.
• Students Harness Aid for The Relief Of The Elderly
• Taylor Art Fund
• Termon Trustees
• The Coppin Charitable Trust
• The Creedon Educational Trust
• The Irish Equine Foundation Trust
• The Jago Educational Trust
• The Joe and Helen O’Toole Charitable Trust
• The Kingdom Educational and Charity Council
• The Matthew Neary Mahon Trust
• The Sarah Crudden Charity
• Thomas Dammann Junior Memorial Trust
• Tomar Trust
• Trustees of Katherine Kavanagh (Dec’d)
• Walter Scott Medal for Valor Fund
• Weir Trust Fund
• William Mortimer Glynn Fund

https://search.benefacts.ie/org/4a4667dc-4ad2-466f-8e1c-42d94680d738/richard-atkinson-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/893cc16c-a90e-4d23-8b6c-de54a2a84b39/robert-boyle-foundation
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/037e2b56-ea66-4ccb-aafe-fffef1076562/robinson-memorial-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/45b66baf-038b-43a1-b99a-84f9339eb143/rodney-overend-educational-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/4ac9f84a-fe3d-4b56-9ccd-af5975d02798/shiloh-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/70cee503-c015-4755-a84b-5cfc99614865/stephen-quinn-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2b44be4d-da90-4fcf-85ba-45fd31ae3367/students-harness-aid-for-the-relief-of-the-elderly
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/8ce70114-95a3-4d44-b957-66f784384715/taylor-art-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/28425f9a-724f-448b-b1cf-f244828e92c6/termon-trustees
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/7f46b012-0470-471f-a4d1-d3e463d3b16c/the-coppin-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/d68fa76e-4c38-4b3b-b09a-2cf0e8eeeedc/the-creedon-educational-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2d134a3c-f82f-46d1-ac38-b2951bca9453/the-irish-equine-foundation-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/f6ddd5e4-8c9d-4094-b288-f48522e41680/the-jago-educational-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/b122dff5-cb4d-4dc3-abe3-39edf1cedcf5/the-joe-and-helen-o-toole-charitable-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e12452dd-b6d5-451a-b907-9468aaccd211/the-kingdom-educational-and-charity-council
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/6c0967c8-9b81-4431-952a-148bd3b34fc6/the-matthew-neary-mahon-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/d11f8157-25b4-4db1-a26a-ceb6611db5e3/the-sarah-crudden-charity
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/8c0f68b8-aa6f-4ec9-8d70-021231b82c70/thomas-dammann-junior-memorial-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/dfd15bb7-87f6-4520-8016-6d3ae07a9e23/tomar-trust
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/e63f38ac-a734-4f16-9f77-7892bd2fd723/trustees-of-katherine-kavanagh-dec-d
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/2d5cf144-93a7-4109-8521-5bef67480748/walter-scott-medal-for-valor-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/c76ed833-b807-47c8-a8e9-7b00673eafeb/weir-trust-fund
https://search.benefacts.ie/org/24f02bdc-ddd0-41f5-a0ec-6ae74a9cec3c/william-mortimer-glynn-fund
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Philanthropic Giving – who gives what?

According to available disclosures, 
only a fraction of Irish philanthropies 
spend more than €1m per annum.

Payroll/employee 
giving schemes

Operating 
foundations

Independent  
foundations

Family  
foundations

Corporate  
foundations

Community  
foundations

Philanthropic 
intermediaries

Private charitable 
Trusts
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Number of philantropies Spending exceeds 1m
Philanthropies in Ireland

Who gives what
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Community foundations, 
philanthropic intermediaries and 
independent foundations make the 
largest financial contribution.

Community foundations

Coporate foundations

Family foundations

Independent foundations

Operating foundations

Payroll/employee 
giving schemes

Philanthropic intermediaries

Private charitable trusts

0 20M17.5M15M12.5M10M7.5M5M2.5M 22.5M
Total Funding

€8,749,012

€1,594,595

€8,116,659

€13,913,983

€20,309,753

€1,542,057

€10,067,446

€703,597

Funding by Irish and International philanthropies in 2019

Who gives what
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Analysing all donations of any scale, 
the sectors and sub-sectors receiving 
the most funding by value are health 
and higher education (including 
their fundraising foundations) and 
social services.

Arts, Culture, Media

Recreation, Sports

Education, Research

Health

Social Services

Local Development, Housing

Environment

Advocacy, Law, Politics

Philanthroopy, Voluntarism

International

Religion

Professional, Vocational

0 4.5M 5.5M 6.5M6M5M4M3.5M3M2.5M2M1.5M1M0.5M 7M

Total funding

€1,216,034

€1,895,439

€2,571,600

€2,892,558

€1,778,149

€673,356

€1,050,581

€3,312,267

€727,896

€90,965

€27,774

€6,716,489

Philanthropic funding by sector

Arts

Museum and libraries

Heritage and visitor attractions

Media, film

0 900k800k700k600k500k400k300k200k100k 1M

Total funding

€897,638

€155,094

€148,217

€15,085

Philanthropic funding by Arts, Culture, Media subsector
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Recreational clubs, societies

Agricultural fairs

Sports organisations

0 1.8M1.6M1.4M1.2M1M800k600k400k200k 2M

Total funding

€35,098

€13,500

€1,846,841

Philanthropic funding by Recreation, Sports subsector

Who gives what

Pre-Primary education

Primary education

Secondary education

Third-level education

Research

Education support

Adult and continuing education

0 2.25M 2.75M2.5M2M1.75M1.5M1.25M1M0.75M0.5M0.25M 3M

Total funding

€47,000

€178,575

€409,240

€2,758,068

€374,314

€2,678,637

€270,656

Philanthropic funding by Education, Research subsector

Hospitals

Residential care centres

Health services and 
health promotion

Mental health services

Addiction Support

Hospices

0 1.8M1.6M1.4M1.2M1M0.8M0.6M0.4M0.2M 2M

Total funding

€53,774

€124,024

€1,857,708

€457,232

€25,000

€53,862

Philanthropic funding by Health subsector
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Pre-school childcare

Family support services

Youth services

Services for older people

Services for people 
with disabilities

Services for Travellers and 
ethnic minorities

Homelessness services

Emergency relief services

0 900k800k700k600k500k400k300k200k100k 1M

Total funding

€5,955

€845,407

€550,104

€256,540

€380,684

€207,183

€558,020

€88,667

Philanthropic funding by Social Services subsector

Local development

Job creation

Social enterprise

Social housing

0 1.4M1.2M1M800k600k400k200k 1.6M

Total funding

€1,459,198

€166,837

€82,638

€79,476

Philanthropic funding by Local Development, Housing subsector

Animal welfare

Environmental enhancement

Environmental sustainability

0 400k 450k 500k 550k350k300k250k200k150k100k50k 600k

Total funding

€7,215

€568,511

€97,630

Philanthropic funding by Environment subsector
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Philanthropy

Fund-raising

Volunteerism

0 2M 2.25M 2.5M1.75M1.5M1.25M1M750k500k250k 2.75M

Total funding

€894,121

€2,404,146

€14,000

Philanthropic funding by Philanthropy, Voluntarism subsector

Places of worship

Religious associations

Diocesan, parishes

0 40k 45k 55k50k35k30k25k20k15k10k5k 65k60k

Total funding

€8,945

€57,217

€24,803

Philanthropic funding by Relgious subsector

Professional or sector 
representative bodies

0 25k20k15k10k5k 30k

Total funding

€27,774

Philanthropic funding by Professional, Vocational subsector

International development

International affiliation

0 400k 450k 500k 550k 600k 650k 700k350k300k250k200k150k100k50k 750k

Total funding

€677,772

€50,124

Philanthropic funding by International subsector

Politics

Advocacy

Civil and human rights

0 700k 800k600k500k400k300k200100k 900k

Total funding

€763,035

€179,410

€108,136

Philanthropic funding by Advocacy, Law, Politics subsector
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Most philanthropies active in Ireland 
involved in grant-making at scale 
were established in the last 20 years.

2001–20101991–20001981–19901971–19801890–1970 2011–2020
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Number of philantropies
Establishment date of Irish philanthropies

With the departure of the Atlantic 
Philanthropies, most philanthropic 
giving in Ireland now comes from 
Irish philanthropies.

Community foundations

Corporate foundations

Family foundations

Independent foundations

Operating foundations

Payroll/employee 
giving schemes

Philanthropic intermediaries

Private charitable trusts

0 20M17.5M15M12.5M10M7.5M5M2.5M 22.5M

Irish International

€8,749,012

€1,594,595

€8,116,659

€13,913,983

€10,067,446

€703,597

20,309,753

€1,542,057

Giving by Irish and International philanthropies in 2019
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About the data

Benefacts prepared this report using data from the latest financial statements 
and other regulatory disclosures of Irish and international philanthropies, 
augmented by additional data volunteered to Benefacts on request. The 
analysis relates to philanthropic grant expenditure in 2019. To avoid the risk 
of double counting, we have not counted the reported receipts of nonprofits 
from philanthropies.

We digitise regulatory documents from a number of Irish sources: chiefly 
the Charities Regulatory Authority, the Companies Registration Office, and 
Revenue. We acquire regulatory data (from Candid.) about giving in Ireland by 
philanthropies in the US and elsewhere around the world.

Some qualifications
This analysis relates to giving in Ireland by institutions – it does not 
include gifts from individuals unless these have been chanelled through 
a philanthropic organisation for which data is available. See Benefacts’ 
Charitable Giving in Ireland report for an analysis of giving by people 
and households.

Although many philanthropies are called “foundations”, the word has no 
meaning in Irish law and acts merely as a label. Every entity called a foundation 
in Ireland is either a trust, a company, or an unincorporated association. Most 
of the larger philanthropic institutions active in Ireland – including those 
calling themselves foundations – are actually incorporated as companies 
limited by guarantee.  Moreover while most philanthropies are regulated as 
charities and have secured charity tax relief from Revenue, in Ireland there are 
no requirements on the trustees (as there are for example on tax-qualifying 
philanthropies in the USA) regulating the minimum proportion of their assets 
that must be distributed every year in philanthropic donations.

Private charitable trusts
Certain grant-making organisations including private charitable trusts are 
actually fundraising organisations dedicated solely and exclusively to supporting 
a single charity, which has usually established them for this purpose. These 
include the fundraising arms of universities, schools, hospitals and other 
charities. They are not included in our analysis of philanthropies.

Each charity makes a statement about their legal form in making a return to the 
Charities Regulator. Some philanthropies that are described as private trusts 
on the register of charities (and hence for which no regulatory data is available) 
are in fact incorporated as companies limited by guarantee, which means that 
Benefacts has been able to analyse the financial returns they have made to the 
Companies Registration Office.

https://candid.org/
https://www.benefacts.ie/philanthropy/reports/charitable-giving-in-ireland-2020/
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Known and unknown unknowns
Certain data about philanthropic giving in Ireland is not publicly accessible.

Section 54 of the Charities Act precludes publication of the returns of private 
charitable trusts. However, up until 2018 when this data was in fact published 
on the register of charities, private charitable trusts accounted for €19m of 
expenditure, most of it from four family foundations. The fact that this data 
is not available for 2019 in large measure explains the difference in the total 
reported level of philanthropic donations as between the latest figure in our 
sector analysis report (€97m) and this one (€65m).

In the case of 32 philanthropies operating as unincorporated associations, 
these file financial statements to the CRA but the Regulator’s policy is not to 
publish them.

Corporate giving in Ireland is not reported on here except where the donor is 
established as a philanthropic foundation separate from the corporate parent. 
Giving in Ireland by the local branches of multinationals including those with 
separate foundations established abroad (especially in the USA) likewise is not 
reported except inasmuch as there is evidence for this from US tax filings. Payroll 
giving is reported only where there is a standalone entity involved.

The data in this report was harvested from records available on or before 15th 
November 2020.

We plan to update this report in Q4 2021

https://www.benefacts.ie/insights/reports/2020/funding/
https://www.benefacts.ie/insights/reports/2020/funding/
https://search.benefacts.ie/results?i=advancedindex&it=true&ec=false&er=false&governingForm=Unincorporated%20Association&subSectorName=Philanthropy&regulatory=Registered%20Charity%20(CRA)
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